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The correspondence between the philosopher Theodor W. Adorno and his politically active

graduate student Elisabeth Lenk offers fresh insights into both Adornoâ€™s view of surrealism and

its relation to the student uprisings of 1960s France and Germany. Written between 1962, when

Lenk moved to Paris and persuaded an initially reluctant Adorno to supervise her sociology

dissertation on the surrealists, and Adornoâ€™s death in 1969, these letters reveal a surprisingly

tender side of the distinguished professor. The correspondence is accompanied by a selection of

documents that bring additional depth and context to the letters and their engagement with the art

and politics of the period.Filling in the background of Adorno and Lenkâ€™s lively exchange, the

volume includes new translations of classic essays by Walter Benjamin (â€œSurrealism: Last

Snapshot of the European Intelligentsiaâ€•) and Adorno (â€œSurrealism Reconsideredâ€•), along

with a collection of short prose readings by Adorno and the writer-scholar Carl Dreyfus and three

original essays by Lenk: her afterword to Paris Peasant by Louis Aragon, her Introduction to the

German edition of Charles Fourierâ€™s The Theory of the Four Movements and the General

Destinies, and her incisive essay â€œCritical Theory and Surreal Practice.â€• An Introduction by

Lenkâ€™s student, the contemporary writer and critic Rita Bischof, points to the continuing

challenge of surrealist politics.This remarkable body of correspondence appears here in English for

the first time, as do Adorno and Dreyfusâ€™s surrealist readings and the essays by Lenk. Together,

they provide a rich mine of critical material for reassessing the significance of the surrealist

movement and its successors.
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